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Hello Again! Would you join us in beginning this new century by saying: “Even so come, Lord Jesus!” (Rev 22: ...20 ) The world is wearing out like an old garment. ( Psalm 102: 26 ) Yet, we have a great inheritance. That is, eternal life and fellowship with our Creator, the Lord Jesus Christ. Believers are in this world but their citizenship is in the Kingdom of God. As you live and work here, build your treasure in heaven by obeying God each day.                                                                 

God is calling His people to His standards of Holiness, not ours. “but as He who called you is holy, you also be Holy in all your conduct.” ( I Peter 1: 15 ) His holiness and perfection increases through a growing personal relationship with Him and our study and obedience to His Word.

When the church does not consistently follow God’s Holiness and Perfection, one can observe the following:

· Divorce rates are higher among believers

· Fornication among the youth is tolerated

· Job performance is no different than unbelievers

· Scripture is not accepted as God-Inspired/Inerrant

· Man’s Traditions overrides God’s Word, in practice

· Holiness & Perfection are optional instead of required

· Leaders practice self-righteousness over servanthood

· Leaders focus on secular issues over spiritual matters

· The tongue goes unbridled

· Blatant sin is rarely publicly exposed in congregations

· Congregations strive to do something for God

· Believer’s have difficulty hearing from God

· The home is polluted by the world

· Few allow God to be LORD over their daily activities

· Giving becomes an obligation rather than a joy

· Daily Bible reading and prayer is extracurricular

· Love of God and for the Brethren grows cold

· Believer’s compare with each other instead of Jesus

· Rivalry, envy, jealousy, gossip, mistrust is rampant

· Complaining and murmuring is tolerated

· New believers excitement is quickly extinguished

Where God’s Holiness and Perfection is practiced, believers experience the following:

· A continuing desire to know and to obey God

· Daily time with God and prayer becomes routine

· One expects to hear God and get answers to prayer

· Patience, perseverance and contentment grows

· Humility overcomes selfishness and pride

· The interests and needs of others is important

· Sin becomes something to hate and to overcome

· Evil is overcome with good. Enemies are blessed

· Each day God’s Word becomes more real & applied

· Discernment and Wisdom overcomes fleshly attitudes

· Success means obeying & glorifying God

· Stumbling and failure do not deter one’s goals

· Gratitude and appreciation is a common reaction

· One’s thoughts, words and actions honor God

One might say, such Holiness and Perfection is impossible. Yes, in the flesh all this is impossible. But praise God! He says: “With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” ( Mt. 19: ...26 ) His grace is sufficient and His power is unlimited. Jesus has already conquered sin and the devil. All power and authority belong to Him. Nothing exists without His permission and governing authority. Jesus does not require His people to do anything He says, unless He has already given them the power to do it. And all believer’s have His power in them, through the Holy Spirit.

What will happen to you if you do not actively seek God’s Holiness and Perfection in your life? In addition to all of the negatives listed previously, you will experience continued deterioration in your personal relationship with Jesus. Also, you risk reaching a point of apostasy in your life where you turn your back on Jesus and refuse to believe in His death and resurrection for you.

How can you get back on the road toward His Holiness and Perfection, in your life? If you sincerely don’t know your true spiritual condition, find a quiet place, and ask God (In Jesus name) to search your heart and to bring to mind any sin you must confess. If sin is found, confess it before the Lord, repent (means to turn away from) and ask Him to forgive you of your sins. The Bible says that: “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. ( I John 1:9 ) Then read II Timothy and ask Jesus to point out His outline for Holiness and Perfection in your daily life.

From God’s perspective, what things should you cherish in this life?  Most of the following items are things having everlasting value: (These are not all-inclusive)

· One’s salvation and the Word of God

· A pure heart & conscience toward God and man

· God’s chastisement and discipline

· Your spouse who is one in the flesh with you

· One’s children as arrows in a quiver

· Fellow believers who are one in Christ with you

· A friend in time of trouble

· Treasures laid up in heaven

· Eternal life with the Father, Jesus & Holy Spirit

· Suffering for Jesus sake

· Peace, Contentment and the Joy of the Lord

· Bringing a lost soul into God’s Kingdom

· A day of wholehearted work for God

· God’s Presence and His answers to prayer

· Daily opportunities to minister on the Lord’s behalf

· Times of prayer and fasting with the Lord

· The dedication of a new baby to the Lord

· The work of the Holy Spirit confirming His Word

· A congregation full of the Spirit & of one accord

What is God’s purpose for the Bible? “...the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.”  (II Timothy 3: ...15-17 )

Are believers commanded to preach the Word? Yes! “I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. ( II Timothy 4: 1-5 )

What should we expect from our Church leaders? “if a man is blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of dissipation or insubordination. For a bishop must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, but hospitable, a lover of what is good, sober-minded, just, holy, self-controlled, holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who contradict.”  ( Titus 1: 6-9 )

What should one expect from Church members? “...that the older men be sober, reverent, temperate, sound in faith, in love, in patience; The older women likewise, that they be reverent in behavior, not slanderers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things—that they admonish the young women to love their husbands, to love their children, to be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be blasphemed.

Likewise exhort the young men to be sober-minded, in all things showing yourself to be a pattern of good works; in doctrine showing integrity, reverence, incorruptibility, sound speech that cannot be condemned, that one who is an opponent may be ashamed, having nothing evil to say of you.

Exhort servants to be obedient to their own masters, to be well pleasing in all things, not answering back, not pilfering, but showing all good fidelity, that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all things.

For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.” (Titus 2: 2-14 )  

Believers are reminded to maintain good works! “Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to obey, to be ready for every good work, to speak evil of no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing all humility to all men. For we ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving various lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another. 

But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward men appeared, not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, that having been justified by His grace we should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. This is a faithful saying, and these things I want you to affirm constantly, that those who have believed in God should be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable to men. And let our people also learn to maintain good works, to meet urgent needs, that they may not be unfruitful.” (Titus 3: 1-8 & 14 )

Avoid Dissension! “But avoid foolish disputes, genealogies, contentions, and strivings about the law; for they are unprofitable and useless. Reject a divisive man after the first and second admonition, knowing that such a person is warped and sinning, being self-condemned.”  ( Titus 3: 9-11 )

Seek the LORD while He may yet be found! “Gather yourselves together, yes, gather together, O undesirable nation, before the decree is issued, before the day passes like chaff, before the LORD’s fierce anger comes upon you! Seek the LORD, all you meek of the earth, who have upheld His justice. Seek righteousness, seek humility. It may be that you will be hidden in the day of the LORD’s anger.”

( Zephaniah 2: 1-3 )

What is our assurance of salvation? Jesus said: “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgement, but has passed from death into life.

Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will live. For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in Himself, and has given Him authority to execute judgement also, because He is the Son of Man. Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice and come forth—those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation. I can of Myself do nothing. As I hear, I judge; and My judgement is righteous because I do not seek My own will but the will of the Father who sent Me.” ( John 5: 24-30 )

Are you eating the right bread? “And Jesus said to them: “I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst. But I said to you that you have seen Me and yet do not believe. All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no means cast out. For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. 

This is the will of the Father who sent Me, that of all He has given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up on the last day. And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him may have everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the last day. No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up at the last day.” ( John 6: 35-40, 44 )

To love Jesus is to obey His commands. Trust and Obey, and ask God to help you to Pray!

Stan & Sandy Wieber
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